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Welcome to God’s House 
 
Preach Law and Gospel. Strengthen believers in the faith. Equip believers to 

witness the faith. These are the reasons Zion Lutheran Church exists. Today we 

focus on the second of the three…strengthening our members in the faith.  
 
Everyone has the desire to grow in the different aspects of our lives. It’s no 

different in our spiritual lives. As disciples of Christ, we are called to be 

learners…believers who are always growing in God’s Word. How does that 

happen?  God’s love causes us to crave the pure spiritual milk of God’s Word so 

that by it our faith may grow abundantly.  

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Opening Hymn            Open, Lovely Doors   #912 
 
1  Open, lovely doors, and let me 

come into God’s house today! 

This is where great joys beset me 

more than I can sing or say. 

Here I view God’s glorious face, 

see his light, receive his grace. 
 
2  With a song I’ve come to greet you; 

come to me, dear Lord, I pray. 

Where you let your people meet you 

heaven’s light is bright as day. 

Let my heart your heaven be; 

Savior, make your home in me. 



3  You deserve my deepest rev’rence; 

 sanctify me through and through. 

Let my worship in your presence 

 clearly show my love for you. 

Lord of mercy, hear my cry: 

lift my heart to you on high! 

 
 
Invocation 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 
 
Responsive Dialogue                  selected verses from Psalm 119 
 
Oh, how I love your law! 

I meditate on it all day long. 
 
Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

for they are ever with me. 
 
I have more insight than all my teachers, 

for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
 
I long for your salvation, Lord, 

and your law gives me delight. 

 
 
Confession 
 
Heavenly Father, you have given us indescribable riches in your Word. But we 

have failed to appreciate your Word as we should. We have often failed to take 

the opportunities to grow in the faith through Word and sacrament.  

Forgive us and let your peace rule our lives. 



Dear Savior, we admit that by our sinful nature we lack complete confidence in 

the power of your Word which creates and strengthens our faith. We easily give 

way to doubt or fail to fully trust that you speak with power in your Word.  

Forgive us and let your love fill our lives. 
 
O Holy Spirit, give us and all believers unity in your word. Teach us to discern 

what is truth and what is deception. Forgive us for not taking seriously your 

warnings about false teachers.  

Give us and all believers wisdom and unity through your Word, and live 

within us. 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
Glory to God in the Highest 
 
1  Glory be to God in heaven, 

peace to those he loves so well. 

On the earth let all his people 

speak his grace, his wonders tell: 

Lord, we praise you for your glory, 

mighty Father, heaven’s King; 

hear our joyful adoration 

and accept the thanks we bring. 

 

2  Only Son of God the Father, 

Lamb who takes our sin away, 

now with him in triumph seated— 

for your mercy, Lord, we pray: 

Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 

Savior, you are God alone 



in the glory of the Father 

with the Spirit, Three in One! 

 

 

The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 

Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and 

love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
First Reading                                 Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 
22 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will take a shoot from the very 

top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots 

and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I 

will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid 

cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its 

branches. 24 All the trees of the forest will know that I the Lord bring down the 

tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the 

dry tree flourish. “‘I the Lord have spoken, and I will do it.’” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Psalm of the Day                         Psalm 92, CW1   
  

              
 

How great are your works, O LORD, 

how profound your thoughts! 
 

The senseless man does not know, 

fools do not understand, 
 
that though the wicked spring up like grass 

and all evildoers flourish, 
 

they will be forever destroyed. 

But you, O LORD, are exalted forever. REFRAIN 
 
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. 
 

They will still bear fruit in old age, 

they will stay fresh and green, 
 
proclaiming, “The LORD is upright; 

he is my rock, and there is no wickedness in him.” 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  REFRAIN 

 
 
Second Reading                      Colossians 1:3-8 
 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 

you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you 



have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored 

up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true 

message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is 

bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You 

learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of 

Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                        2 Peter 3:18 
 
Alleluia. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. Alleluia. 

 
 
Gospel                             Mark 4:26-34 
 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 

the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 

grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—

first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the 

grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable 

shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all 

seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 

garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 

could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a 

parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 



Hymn of the Day    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   #713 
 
1   I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. (Refrain) 
 

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
2   I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

and show me the way to the Father. Refrain 
 
3   I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

 
 
Sermon                        2 Peter 3:18       

                           
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  



the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church  
 
O Lord, you have revealed your good and gracious will to your people on earth. 

Forgive us for pursuing that knowledge that serves only our selfish desires and 

for using what we have learned to exploit and hurt others. Cleanse our guilty 

hearts of the apathy we often feel for searching out the deeper truths of your 

Word. 

Holy Spirit, hear our prayer that we may put self aside and rejoice in the 

truth that builds up. 
 
Heavenly Father, send the Spirit of Jesus into our hearts so that like the Bereans 

of old we eagerly learn of you. As the deer pants for streams of water, may we be  

instilled with a longing to explore the mysteries of your grace. 

Holy Spirit, increase in us the knowledge of your truth. 
 
As you sent your Son among us as the Word made flesh, so bless the efforts of 

our congregation as we encourage all of our members to grow in faith through 

Word and sacrament. Move parents especially to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus even when their children grow up. 

Holy Spirit, instill in us a never-ending desire to teach others your saving 

Word and the wisdom of your ways. 
 
God of light, give to the Church renewed wisdom and fresh understanding that 

the message of your salvation may shine ever brighter in this dark age. 

Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love so that others may see our 

good deeds and praise our Father in heaven. 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayers and special intercessions 

 
Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

may bow. 



May your peace, which transcends all understanding, guard our hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 
 
Offering                

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community 

and around the world. If you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate 

in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 
 
Hymn                            I Know My Faith Is Founded   #797 
 
1   I know my faith is founded 

    on Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

and this my faith confessing, 

    unmoved I stand upon his Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom 

    the truth of God profound; 

who trusts in worldly wisdom 

    relies on shifting ground. 

God’s Word is all-sufficient, 

    it makes divinely sure, 

and, trusting in its wisdom, 

    my faith shall rest secure. 

 

2   Increase my faith, dear Savior, 

    for Satan seeks by night and day 

to rob me of this treasure 

    and take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with you beside me 

    I shall be undismayed; 

and led by your good Spirit, 

    I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, 

    a firmer faith bestow; 



then I shall bid defiance 

    to ev’ry evil foe. 
 
3   In faith, Lord, let me serve you; 

    though persecution, grief, and pain 

should seek to overwhelm me, 

    let me a steadfast trust retain. 

And then at my departure, 

    at home with you I’ll be, 

and there will I inherit 

    all you have promised me. 

In life and death, Lord, keep me 

    until your heav’n I gain, 

where I by your great mercy 

    the end of faith attain. 

 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
 
Closing Hymn                   On What Has Now Been Sown   #925 
 
1   On what has now been sown 

 your blessing, Lord, bestow; 

the pow’r is yours alone 

to make it spring and grow. 



O Lord, in grace the harvest raise 

and you alone shall have the praise! 
 
2 To you our wants are known; 

    from you are all our pow’rs. 

Accept what is your own 

    and pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 

and to your Word a blessing give. 
 
3 O grant that each of us 

    now met before you here 

may meet together thus 

    when you and yours appear 

and follow you to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This Week at Zion 
    
 Today:   7:30/9:45 a.m.  Worship  

      8:30/8:45 a.m.   Sunday School / Adult bible study     

      2 p.m.      Choralfest Sacred Concert at Wisco - Milwaukee 
  
 Mon:   6:00 p.m.     Sunday School Teacher meeting 
  
 Tue:   7 a.m.       Election Day 

      7:00 p.m.     Council meeting 
 
 Wed:   6:00 p.m.     Catechism Instructions 
  
 Thu:   7:00 p.m.     Worship with Holy Communion 
     
 Fri:             Veterans Day  

      5:00 p.m.     Zion serving at Lighthouse Ministries 
  
 Fri-Sun: 4:00 p.m.     Singles Retreat at Camp Philip 
 
 Sun:   7:30/9:45 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 

      8:30/8:45 a.m.   Sunday School / Adult Bible study 
 
In Our Prayers   Allison Ernisse (Justin’s wife), still at Columbia St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Milwaukee being treated for an abdomen infection; the family of Earl 

Schulz, who was called home to heaven this past week.   
 
Call Received   Pastor Bode has received a divine call to serve as pastor at 

Immanuel Lutheran, Clayton, WI (rural Neenah). Please keep him and his family 

in your prayers in the coming weeks. 
 
We thank   Jared Peterson (Thursday) and Bea Pamperin (Sunday) for serving as 

our accompanists this weekend.  
 
Why Do We Exist?   Last week we were reminded that we exist to preach Law 

and Gospel. Today the focus is on strengthening believers in faith. Next week 

we’ll concentrate on how we equip members to witness. Take a close look at the 

red banner as you walk out of church today and every time you worship and 

you’ll soon have our mission statement memorized.   
 
Lighthouse Ministries   Our congregation is signed up to serve the youth of 

Lighthouse Ministries this Friday, November 11th. We still need a few items 



donated…you can see what they are and sign up on the sheet on the bulletin 

board. If you’d like to learn more about this ministry, you’re welcome to come 

down on November 11th to see it firsthand.  
 
Virtual Food Drive   Our fall food drive runs through Thanksgiving. Instead of 

purchasing food ourselves, we’re seeking donations to the Kewaskum Area Food 

Pantry which they can then use to purchase the items they need (use the 

decorated can on the stand before you walk into the church proper). Thanks to 

the ladies’ aid for facilitating this annual way to show love for our neighbors. 
 
Cookbooks Available   Looking for a Christmas gift for someone who likes to 

bake and or cook?  A stash of Zion cookbooks has been uncovered and they are 

available for a $10 donation. You will find them on the cabinets in the entryway.  
  
Wreaths Across America   This program honors veterans by placing Christmas 

wreaths on their headstones. If you would like to honor a veteran, the wreaths 

cost $15. Information / signup sheets are on the stand near the church entrance. 

If you have questions, call Ralph Hagner at 262.224.5395 or e-mail 

lahagner@gmail.com.  
 
Pick up the new church calendar and newsletter for November from the 

cabinets in the entryway. We still have plenty of October Forward in Christ 

magazines available since they arrived so late.  
 
Deerhunter Services   We actually don’t have a special deerhunter worship 

service, but if you’re going to be in the woods (or up north or working, etc…) on 

Sunday mornings don’t forget about our worship service every Thursday night at 

7:00 p.m.  
 
OWLS Meeting   The November OWLS meeting will be held on November 15 

beginning at 1:00 p.m. at the Lomira Community Center (425 Water Street, 

Lomira).  Our speaker for November is Caleb King, who grew up in Lomira. He 

is in his final year of classroom instruction at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

where he is preparing for pastoral ministry. His presentation will focus on his 

vicar (intern) year that he served last year in Denver, CO at Zion Lutheran 

Church. He will share his overall experience from his vicar year as well as answer 

any questions the group might have about the training that future WELS pastors 

go through.  

mailto:lahagner@gmail.com


 
12 Days of Christmas at KML   Over 12 days in December, KML’s Student 

Council and National Honor Society work to collect money through student 

involvement to support families in need. Parents, federation members, alumni, 

friends, and the community are encouraged to donate as well. The names and 

information about the families we are raising money for in 2022 will be shared 

soon. Online ordering for the 12 Days Coffee Fundraiser is open now through 

December 8 at www.kmlhs.org/12days. If you do not wish to purchase coffee but 

would still like to donate to support our 12 Days families, a link to donate will be 

open soon at www.kmlhs.org/12days. 
 

http://www.kmlhs.org/12days
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